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United Nations Association in Canada

Association canadienne pour les Nations Unies


INVITATION
Public Launch of the
Human Development Report 2006:

Beyond Scarcity: Power, Poverty and the Global Water Crisis
The United Nations Association in Canada and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) cordially invite you to take part in the Canadian launch of the Human Development Report 2006. This year’s launch will take place on Thursday November 9th at 9:00 a.m. at the National Press Club (Dining Room). The event will feature both the presentation of the Report and reactions in terms of specific issues and significant indicators.
The 17th edition of the annual Human Development Report, commissioned by the UNDP, continues to frame debates on the most pressing challenges for enabling people to live full and creative lives. The 2006 Human Development Report will focus on water and human development, noting that the global crisis in water consigns large segments of humanity to lives of poverty, vulnerability and insecurity.

Water is central to the realization of human potential. It is a source of life for people and for the planet. Clean water and sanitation have a profound bearing on health and human dignity. Inequalities in access to clean water for drinking and to water as a productive input, reinforce wider inequalities in opportunity. With competition for water intensifying, there is a danger that poor and vulnerable communities will become increasingly marginalized. The twin challenge facing governments and donors is to accelerate progress towards universal access to water and sanitation; and to ensure that water management policies strengthen the rights of poor households to access water resources.

The Human Development Report 2006 includes and updates the widely respected Human Development Index (HDI) that compares the relative levels of human development in 177 countries, and presents data tables on various aspects of human development. Canada has regularly stood at, or near the top of the HDI (5th in 2005).

Kathryn White, Executive Director of UNA-Canada will chair a panel that will include, David Morrison, UNDP’s Director of Communications, followed by comments by Bruce Montador, Vice-President, Multilateral Programs, at the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and by a spokesperson from a civil society organization actively engaged in these issues.
DATE:

Thursday, November 9th, 2006
TIME:

9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

PLACE:
National Press Club (Dining Room)





165 Sparks Street, 2nd  Floor

For more information please contact Joan Broughton, UNA-Canada’s Public Information Officer at:  
(613) 232-5751 ext 230 (email info@unac.org)
Note: Free copies of the Report will only be available for journalists
 – but copies can be ordered from the UNA-Canada National Office ($30.00 plus GST per copy)
300-309 Cooper St, Ottawa, ON K2P 0G5 (  Tel: (613) 232-5751  (  Fax: (613) 563-2455  (  E-mail: info@unac.org
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