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1. Summer Message from the Executive Director

On July 1st, while most of us were celebrating Canada’s 135th birthday, several among us were also celebrating another momentous occasion: the official establishment of the International Criminal Court (ICC).

The ICC is the first permanent global court, run by the United Nations, and set-up specifically to try individuals accused of the most egregious deeds: genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. The Court has an international jurisdiction and has the objectives of achieving justice for all, ending impunity, helping end conflicts, remedying the deficiencies of the ad hoc UN criminal tribunals, taking over when national criminal justice institutions are unwilling or unable to act and deterring future war criminals.

As laudable as these objectives may appear, there is one major player who is refusing to cooperate: shortly after the required 60th ratification was received in April, the United States announced that not only would it not ratify the Rome Statute on the Court, it would also unsign it. Then, on June 30th – the day before the Court entered into force – the US threatened to veto a routine Security Council Resolution on extending a UN peacekeeping mission in Bosnia by an additional six months. The veto was threatened explicitly to demonstrate the US’s opposition to the ICC, the message being that so long as American soldiers were at risk of being tried in the Court, the US would use its veto to block any peacekeeping missions in which they were involved.

It remains unclear what it is about the ICC that makes the US so frightened. During the drafting of the Statute, the US was highly involved in ensuring a plenitude of safeguards that would protect the Court from political manipulations and individuals from arbitrary accusations or unfair trials. One of the founding principles of the ICC is that it only has jurisdiction where national courts are unable or unwilling to do so themselves. Given the checks and balances within the US legal system, it is unlikely that any American citizen would end up before the Court. 

Rather, US opposition to the Court seems grounded in a disdain for international cooperation more generally. It has recently spurned a variety of virtually universal multilateral agreements relating to everything from arms control to the 

environment, preferring instead to “go at it alone.” While this approach may be more feasible for the world’s sole remaining superpower, it still holds considerable risks: it may seriously undermine US efforts to create a global coalition against terrorism and may also set an unappealing precedent for other governments to either abandon their own multilateral commitments or undertake future commitments without any intention of substantively following through.

The establishment of the ICC will surely prove to be one of the most significant events in the evolution of global justice. The sooner that the American administration recognizes this, the better off we will all be.

2. Model UN News

i) KosoMUN: Dialogue & Cooperation Helps Young Kosovars Construct a Peaceful Future
In the fall of 2001, the United Nations Association in Canada [UNA-Canada] was approached by the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe [OSCE] to implement the Model United Nations Programme in Kosovo. There was little doubt that this initiative would bring countless interesting challenges and experiences. Jeronimo De Miguel, Model UN Project Officer at UNA-Canada and Catherine Letendre, Regional Coordinator of the project for Quebec, arrived in Kosovo on June 20th, 2002 and in partnership with the United Nations Development Program [UNDP] and the OSCE, began their work in the region of Peja towards a Kosovo-wide Model UN Programme [KosoMUN]. 

From June 21st to June 27th, 2002, both UNA-Canada representatives facilitated information and capacity-building sessions for almost 100 Serbian and Albanian teachers, students and directors from a number of high schools in the north-western municipalities of Peja, Klina, Decan and Istok

This first phase of the KosoMUN project was highly successful in the creation of the necessary foundations to ensure the expansion and continuity of the Model United Nations programme in Kosovo. The goal of the programme is to allow students at the high school level to become familiar with the structure of the UN and with the work of diplomats through interactive simulations. While Model UNs create connectivity between participants, they also foster important skills in public relations that are crucial in today’s competitive job market. More importantly, while these simulations assist students in understanding the intricacies of global challenges, they also underscore the potential for solutions through discussion, cooperation, negotiation and compromise – vital to a stable and peaceful reconstruction process in Kosovo.

Kosovo’s environment is very favourable to the implementation of such a programme. Given the United Nation’s strong presence in the region, students in Kosovo have the advantage of already being very familiar with the UN, its mandate and scope of activities. A remarkable team of translators ensured that students would be able to participate in the language of their choice. The willingness of the students to set aside differences that had devastated the region 3 years ago was evident throughout the workshops. Their intelligence and resourcefulness were boundless, providing signs of hope to a new Kosovo in the future, dependent upon a generation of concerned and astute global citizens armed with well-developed critical thinking skills and the ability to approach problems and challenges through a solutions-based methodology. 

The reality of Kosovo is difficult to grasp at first for someone that comes from a country where ethnic differences are accepted, welcomed and generally perceived as an enrichment factor rather than a controversial element. While KosoMUN gave a chance to students to learn through a highly unique and valuable interactive educational program, it also gave Jeronimo De Miguel and Catherine Letendre a chance to see another side of the UN in action and to witness a resilient people’s plight for a better tomorrow. 

Toward the end of the mission, several UN officials and OSCE officers met with UNA-Canada representatives to discuss the implementation of the programme throughout Kosovo and Phase II of the project. Given that funding is made available, UNA-Canada hopes to continue playing a pivotal role in the development of the initiative.

While educating participants about international issues, KosoMUN affirms that Model UN can be a useful tool to educate youth about the value behind dialogue, cooperation and negotiation in situations that are highly unstable and seemingly 

difficult to overcome. As once said by an anonymous thinker: a mind once stretched by a new idea never regains its original dimensions.

ii) CANIMUM  - UNA-Canada launches an International Model UN Conference

UNA-Canada has launched Canada’s first bilingual International Model United Nations conference for post-secondary level students. The Canadian International Model UN Conference [CANIMUN] will be held in Ottawa, from 12-15 March 2003.

CANIMUN will assist first-hand in the creation of a generation of concerned and astute citizens, armed with well-developed critical thinking skills and the ability to approach problems and challenges through a solutions-based methodology. A Model United Nations [MUN] is a conference that simulates the activities of the United Nations. Many high-level decision-makers, world leaders and corporate executives cite MUN as a formative experience that affected not only their career choices but also their worldviews. “While these simulations assist students in understanding the intricacies of global challenges, they also underscore the potential for solutions through discussion, cooperation and compromise”, explained Jeronimo De Miguel, Project Officer of the Model UN Programme at UNA-Canada. 

To learn more about CANIMUN, please visit the conference's website at www.canimun.org 

3. The ecological and social footprint of a UN conference 

Acting sustainably is something that the World Summit on Sustainable Development, which took place from 26 August to 4 September, struggled to achieve within the planning and functioning of this high-level meeting between governments, non-governmental organizations, corporations, and many other civil society groups. It is strangely ironic that a UN conference based on the concept on sustainability could possibly become a hugely unsustainable event itself, however it is not surprising to think that the 65,000 people who arrived in Johannesburg at the end of August would surely make a tremendous impact on the city’s social and environmental landscape. In fact the local, and global, footprint of a UN conference is leading some to rethink the present method of engaging in international dialogue and decision-making. 

Let’s backtrack a moment to consider what we mean by an ecological and social footprint. The footprint, as it was originally conceived,  “measures human impact on nature.” Each one of us has an impact  on our planet and the resources it offers to us, and the ecological footprint measures what and how we consume. Specifically, it shows “how much productive land and water we occupy to produce all the resources we consume and to handle all the waste we make.” This concept can be expanded in cases like the World Summit on Sustainable Development, where a temporary gust of above-average human activity will not only leave an ecological footprint, but will also impact the social fabric of the city and its surrounding areas. 

Whereas the ecological footprint of an international conference includes excessive waste production and the effects of mass amounts of travel on the atmosphere, the social footprint includes issues of displacement of people to accommodate conference space and temporary need for a low-skill labour force which does not ensure a sustainable, long-term income. One distressing example of a social impact is the 1992 Earth Summit where young street children were forcibly removed from the streets of Rio de Janeiro in order to present the city’s “cleanest face” to the prestigious heads of state and government that were arriving.

What kind of footprint could we expect the Johannesburg summit to leave? While organizers  attempted to balance the impact through the “Greening the WSSD” initiative, it is still difficult to accurately estimate what transpired. One estimate predicted that the WSSD would generate 500 000 tonnes of carbon-dioxide, one of the greenhouse gases responsible for climate change. These emissions would mostly be generated by travel to and from Johannesburg, but also from the energy 

consumed while staying and traveling in South Africa.  On a positive note however, the “Greening the WSSD” process will hopefully have provided a slate of lessons for future UN conferences. Among it’s initiatives were the use of 

renewable and biodegradable resources and materials, recycling of all additional wet and dry waste, use of sources of sustainable energy, and promotion of responsible tourism. 

(To find out more, visit <http://www.goafrica.co.za/joburg/may2002/greening.stm>) 

Alternative means for holding international meetings might be necessary if we want to walk our talk, especially in the area of sustainable development, and one option is to hold “on-line chats” where government delegates, non-governmental participants, the press, and even heads of state can meet “on-line” through the use of the Internet. While the impact of a virtual meeting is considerably less than a physical gathering, “webcasts” may not allow for maximum participation of all parties involved. For example, the ability of civil society to effectively project their voice is significantly reduced in a web environment.  Perhaps the future will unfold some kind of consensus between meeting in person and a virtual setting, however we can be certain that the present practice of international meetings will need to see some changes if the UN is to be consistent with the principle of sustainability that it aspires for the world.

4. HIV/AIDS: What can be done?

Over the past year, UNA-Canada worked with three student researchers from Carleton University’s Master’s of Social Work Program to produce a preliminary report on youth and HIV/AIDS. Youth and the Global HIV/AIDS Crisis: A Tool-kit for Action, released on June 25, received strong media coverage including articles in La Presse and online magazine tetu.com, as well as a half-hour radio interview with Dave Rutherford on Calgary’s QR77.

The purpose of the study was to develop a report, for an audience of youth, examining the impact of the global HIV/AIDS crisis and HIV/AIDS strategies in youth communities and to promote innovative approaches for reaching and engaging youth in HIV/AIDS education and prevention.

In Part One of Youth and the Global HIV/AIDS Crisis, readers hear from a diverse sample of youth and youth workers (based in Ottawa) on what prevention, education, and awareness strategies have reached them, what they think about these strategies, and their own ideas for effective youth-centred HIV/AIDS actions for their communities. Part Two looks at a range of for- and by-youth public education initiatives from Kenya, the US, South Africa, Bangladesh, and Canada.

Youth are one of the most vulnerable groups to HIV infection. In their Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS (July 2001), Member States of the United Nations declared that young people’s “full involvement and participation in the design, planning, implementation and evaluation of programmes is crucial to the development of effective responses to the HIV/AIDS epidemic.” UNA-Canada is committed to supporting young people’s full participation in realizing the Declaration’s goals.

We hope that this report, initiated shortly after the conclusion of the UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS (June 25-27, 2001), will form the basis of a wider programme of work on the global HIV/AIDS crisis. UNA-Canada has developed a proposal for a one-year pilot project, titled “From Global Crisis to Global Action: Youth Advocating for Change”, and is currently approaching a range of funders.

For copies, questions, comments, or input, please contact Christine Parsons at christine@unac.org or (613) 232-5751 x240. The report can also be read online at www.unac.org/en/link_learn/hiv_aids/en/index.asp.

5.Short Notes

i) Prisons: Countries Give UN New Postwar Guidelines

A group of 64 nations, led by Canada, presented the United Nations in August with guidelines for establishing and operating prisons in areas where law enforcement authority has broken down. The material includes guidelines and training manuals for prison guards and wardens on rebuilding correctional institutions and making sure they are run according to human rights principles.

"During times of conflict, we cannot continue to detain criminals in an ad hoc fashion," said Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister Bill Graham. The guidelines are meant for use after the end of active hostilities, when the Geneva Conventions 

on the wartime treatment of prisoners no longer apply, said Canadian federal officials (Jeff Sallot, Globe and Mail, August 7).

ii) UN Memberships

· By the end of September the number of Member States in the United Nations will have increased to 191. Switzerland took its seat at the opening of the General Assembly – an event made possible after a successful referendum on a decision to apply for that status of last spring. The country has long been a Member of most of the Specialized Programmes. 

· The world’s newest independent country – East Timor – will take its seat in the General Assembly on September 27.

· As part of his recent address to the General Assembly, President George W., Bush signalled the intention of the USA to return to UNESCO. After an 18 year absence this was welcome news at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris.
iii) New UNA-Canada President

The 2002 Annual General Meeting of UNA-Canada is scheduled to take place in Ottawa over the week-end of September 20 to 22. There will be fuller details in the next issue of Liaison but the Association will have a new National President  following the meetings. Geoffrey Pearson has completed his three year term as President but his advice and involvement will continue in his capacity as Past-President.

The Presidency will be held by Nancy Gordon, who steps up to her new responsibilities after three years as National Vice-President.. She knows the Association well, having served as interim Executive Director in 1997/98 and as Information Officer in the early 80’s. Ms. Gordon is currently the Deputy Executive Director of CARE Canada, a position she has held since July 1995 (after service in other positions, including Director of Communications and Marketing Unit Leader).  From 1995 until its closure in 1992, she worked at the Canadian Institute for International Peace and Security as Director of Public Programmes. She was educated at Queen's University in Kingston, and joined the Department of External Affairs as a Foreign Service Office in 1963. She taught political science at Brandon University.
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